36                LET THERE BE SCULPTURE

gaze of all classes, young and old, in perhaps the busiest thorough*
fare of the Metropolis of the world, and portrayed in the form it
is on the new building of the British .Medical Association, is anolhor
matter. The degree of nudity which has boon choswi for the
figures to which we particularly refer, is not calculated to onlwnco
the artistic effect of the Statuary : Ait would not havo sulToivd by
more discriminating treatment. For a certain typo of mind, on
the other hand, it cannot but have a demoralising lowhmc.y, nud
it is surely unnecessary, having regard to tho c-ondilum of somo
of our West End streets, to give further opportunities for vulgarity.

We are concerned most of all, however, with tlio ol'fVrl which the
figures will produce on the minds of the young people. They
cannot he expected to exercise a full discrimination, ami in any cnso
the sight is not one which it is desirable in the inlorosts of public
morality to present to their impressionable minds, Tho stuun view
unfortunately, we think, scorns not lo be taken by the British
Medical Association,

The difference between a nude figure in sculpture in u gallery,
and one exposed to the public gazo in a 'busy thoroughfare is loo
obvious to need emphasising. If the statues hud bnon erected
inside the building, no objection could or would huvo boon offotvd*
But in their present position, they are certainly ohjwtitmublo,

The question arises as to how thoy wore pormitUni to bo om'Unl*
So far as we can Ascertain, they aro not sanctioned by any public
authority, and inquiries go to show that no authorisation is nmultul
to put figures in sculpture on a building* Tho London County
Council, who passed the general plan with tho figures imUcutml
"but not outlined in detail, had no jurisdiction, Tho I'oliro, if
photographs of the statues were exposed for salo, could intwvono.
Their statements, however, with regard to sculpture tm a private
building, notwithstanding that it may bo scon by tho public, if
they care to look at it, appear to raise a doubt 00 to whothor tlwy
are entitled to interfere, Tho absence of any supervinhig authority
as such in this case calls for revision of the building lawn.

It is to be hoped in the case to which we refer, that tha British
Medical Association will see the wisdom of modifying thoir plans.
At present only one of the figures to which we have takon exception
is exposed to full public view, the other being partially obieured
by the- hoarding which still surrounds the figurof in Agar Street
The appearance of the building will not suffer if the features
alluded to are eliminated.